
  



Welcome to Little Ducklings at Lake View Primary School 

We would like to take this opportunity to warmly welcome you to Little 

Ducklings at Lake View Primary School. 

Little Ducklings is a class of 2-year-old pupils that are based within the 

Foundation Stage part of the school.  Little Ducklings benefit from accessing 

quality learning experiences, on a daily basis, through a team of experienced 

professionals. On behalf of the whole staff, we wish you and your child a 

wonderful start to their education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Provision 

“Happy times are never ending, when we’re playing and pretending”  

The provision in Little Ducklings is based around child-initiated play. The 

team work hard to provide a stimulating environment for free play and a 

variety of adult led activities that the children can choose to join in with 

within their session. Examples include baking, arts and crafts, gardening, 

dancing…the list goes on! Little Ducklings also have full access to the school 

site and often go on adventures.  The team work closely with parents, the 

Children’s Centre and health professionals to ensure the needs of each and 

every child are met. If you have any concerns about your child’s 

development, we are here to help.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Meet the Team 

Mr S Walker 
 
Executive Head Teacher 
 

Mrs E Watson 
 
Head of School 
 

Miss L Dawson 
 
Foundation Stage Leader 
 

 

Other staffing is currently being finalised in time for our opening date of 13th 

April 2026.  

 

The 30 hours Extended Entitlement 

Little Ducklings are now offering 30-hour places for two year olds. 
This entitlement is intended to support working parents with the cost of 
childcare. 
 
Either parents (or the sole parent in a one parent family) need to be working 
a minimum of 16 hours per week at the national minimum wage. 
 
At Lake View, we offer the 30-hour entitlement as 4 extra sessions, 
including lunchtime supervision.  You may choose for your child to bring a 
packed lunch or have a hot dinner provided by school if they are staying all 
day.  The cost of a school dinner will be charged separately.  

 
 
Here is a typical example of our 30-hour provision: 

 

 Mon  Tues Weds Thurs Fri 

AM      

PM      

 

 



Paid Extra Sessions 

As long as we have availability, you also have the choice to top up your 
child’s hours to a full week.  The one extra session is charged at £15 plus the 
cost of a school dinner if you choose to have one. 

Paid extra sessions are also available to families who are only accessing the 
15-hour provision. 

 

For more information on eligibility and how to apply for funding then please 
look on 

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/15-and-30-hours-childcare-support  

 

Here are some frequently asked questions regarding the         
30-hour extended provision: 

 

How do I know if I am entitled to 30 hours childcare? 

Log on to the HMRC website.  Search 30-hour entitlement and you will be 

able to apply online. If you are eligible, you will be given a unique reference 

code. 

What do I need to do once I have my code? 

Provide our school office with your code as soon as possible in order for it 

to be verified.  Speak to or email the Foundation Stage Leader to request 

your sessions (amy.fetherstone@blidworthoaks.notts.sch.uk) 

How can I take my 30-hour entitlement at Lake View? 

You can take your 30-hour entitlement over 4 extra sessions.  For example, if 

you are already taking your 15 hours universal entitlement over 5 mornings 

then you can have up to 4 extra afternoon sessions (including lunchtime 

supervision). 

Do I have to take the full 30 hours? 

No, it is your choice how many extra sessions you take.  Some people like to 

start with one or two and then build it up slowly as their child becomes used 

to the routine. 

What if I need full time hours? 

If you need five extra sessions, you can pay for the fifth session, depending 

on availability.  The cost of this is £15 plus the cost of a hot meal if your 

child is having a school dinner. 

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/15-and-30-hours-childcare-support


What are the lunchtime arrangements for children attending full days? 

 Children staying all day will have their lunch 

in our Little Ducklings snack area and will be 

supervised by one of our team. Only children 

from Little Ducklings will use this area and 

they will already be very familiar with this 

part of the environment. 

 

Your child can either bring a packed lunch or you can choose for them to 

have a school dinner.  You can order your child’s dinner through our School 

Gateway App which also gives you the school dinner meal options.  You will 

then be invoiced for a school meal through Gateway.   

Please contact the school office if you have any questions regarding School 

Gateway. 

 

Do you provide a different timetable for the children who stay all day? 

Yes, it is very important to vary the activities for children who stay all day at 

school.   

The largest proportion of both sessions is spent Active Learning.  This is 

when the children can explore the whole unit and choose their activities 

independently. 

We do appreciate that the children are still very young and may require a 

nap.  We therefore have a daily slot allocated within the afternoon timetable 

to allow any children the time needed to have a sufficient rest.  This will take 

place in a designated area and will be quiet, calming and relaxing for the 

children. We do encourage Parents to bring soothers or dummies and these 

will be kept safe in your child’s personal box when not in use.  

 

Key People 

We have a 1:5 pupil/ staffing ratio, and each child is assigned to a Key 

Person. They will be the person most likely to handle the welcome to Little 

Ducklings in the morning or afternoon, and intimate care routines (changing) 

for your child so that they have a consistent adult to bond with.  

We are in the process of recruiting our new team in time for our opening 

date 13th April.  

 

 

 



Welcome Visit 

You will be given an opportunity to meet the staff within Little Ducklings via 
our transition stay and play sessions. The purpose of these visits is for your 
child to play and get to know the environment, along with the opportunity to 
look around and to ask any of those last-minute questions or to discuss 
anything you think we need to know about your child. 

Little Ducklings will be empty at this time, allowing your child the chance to 
become familiar with our environment and key people in a more relaxed 
way. 

Leading up to this appointment, it’s a good idea to write down any questions 

you have as it’s very easy to forget on the day!  We want you to be as happy 

and prepared as possible for your child’s first day at school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Session 

Due to the young age of the children starting in Little Ducklings at each 
entry point, we prefer to stagger the start dates.  This is so that we can 
spend quality time with your child and give them the support they need on 
their first crucial day at school.    

The start time will also be slightly later than usual.  This is so that we can 
settle the other children into their day, allowing us the chance to greet you 
and your child separately.  The children will also be in full flow of their 
Active Learning which gives your child freedom to explore the toys, games 
and activities at their own pace. 

 

• Our morning sessions will start at 8.40am and finish at 11.40am. 

• Our afternoon sessions will start at 12.25pm and finish at 3.25pm  

• Lunch time will start at 11.45am and finish at 12.30pm for children 

attending 30 hours  

 

 

 



Toileting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents are often concerned about their children needing to be toilet trained 

before starting Little Ducklings. Please don’t worry about this. We don’t 

expect children to be toilet trained on entering. This process often takes 

time, and we are here to support you along with following your lead. 

If your little one is in pants, we expect to need to remind them to go to the 

toilet frequently and we are kitted up for all of the little toileting accidents 

along the way. 

If your child is wearing a nappy then this will be checked throughout the 

morning or afternoon session and will be changed by their key adult if 

excessively wet or soiled. All children who are attending a full day will have 

their nappy changed before lunch and then changed again later in the 

afternoon. 

All nappy changes will be logged for you to see on medical tracker.  

 

What to bring to Little Ducklings: 

• a spare set of clothing including socks 

• nappies, wipes, nappy bags 

• Inhalers/ medication if required. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Typical Session 

We aim to follow the same routine every day as much as possible to help 
children feel happy, safe and secure. 

Here is a typical morning session: 

8.40am                    Coats and bags away 

8.40am                    Active Learning - Inside 

9.45am                    Story and Milk 

10am     Active Learning – Both Inside and Outside  

10.30am                  Fruit based snack 

10.45am             Oral Health (Teeth brushing) 

10.55am                  Active Learning – Both Inside and Outside  

11.20am:                 Adult led singing Activity (Carpet) 

11.35am:                 Prepare for home 

11.40am                  Home time  

 

Afternoons are slightly different and will include relaxing time for the 
children if they need it.  We understand that many children at this age may 
still need to nap or just have a little rest. Adults will provide sensory books, 
toys and soft music to meet the needs of all children. 

We also encourage you to bring in any soothers that may help your child to 
settle during the afternoons if you feel they need it.  

The largest proportion of both sessions is spent Active Learning.  This is 

when the children can explore the whole unit and choose their activities 

independently. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Adult led singing activities 

The children are given the opportunity to join in with a short group singing 

each day.  These activities are planned to excite and engage the children and 

include singing, dancing and playing instruments. These activities are aimed 

to be fun alongside filling the children with rich vocabulary linked to their 

experiences 

Please don’t worry if your child isn’t ready to join in with group times, as 

these are completely optional.  We usually find that the children are so 

interested in what is happening that they decide to come over and naturally 

join in.  If they don’t, then that is absolutely fine and to be expected at their 

age. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             Special Educational Needs 

A Special Needs register is kept for all children with Special Educational 

Needs.  Please let us know as early as possible if you know your child will 

need extra support.  This will help us to provide the best possible start, and 

make necessary changes to our environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             

 

 



Class Dojo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We make ongoing observations and assessments of each child through an 
online application called Class Dojo.  We have used Class Dojo for a number 
of years and we find it a user-friendly way of communicating with parents 
about children’s day to day experiences and achievements.   

We are able to post videos and photos of your child in school that are shared 
immediately with you.  Likewise, you can also share achievements or special 
events that happen at home which we can then talk about with your child at 
school.   

Children are not robots and quite often, they will meet a milestone at home 
that we might never get to see at school and vice versa.  Therefore, Class 
Dojo is an excellent way for us to share your child’s learning and 
development. 

We also use Class Dojo to communicate messages and news, so we strongly 
recommend that you get signed up as soon as possible once your child starts 
with us.  You will be asked to sign an agreement form at your Welcome Visit 
and soon after you will receive a link to the app via email.  You must then 
activate your password immediately to be able to view your child’s profile. 

Please speak to the school office or your child’s Key Person if you have any 
issues getting set up on Class Dojo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Early Years Foundation Stage Learning and Development 
Requirements 

 

Teaching and learning in the Foundation Stage is driven by the Early Years 
Profile which directs all Early Years settings on the key areas of learning and 
assessment requirements. 

There are seven areas of learning and development which shape our 
curriculum.  The first three areas are the Prime Areas which are particularly 
important for igniting children’s enthusiasm for learning, forming 
relationships and thriving.  The Prime Areas are our main focus for teaching, 
learning and assessment in Little Ducklings. 

The Prime Areas 

- Communication and Language 
- Physical Development 
- Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 

We must also support children with four Specific Areas through which the 
Prime Areas are strengthened and applied. 

The Specific Areas 

- Literacy 
- Mathematics 
- Understanding The World 
- Expressive Arts and Design 

 

We provide a blend of child-led and adult-led activities and experiences that 
support all seven areas of learning.   

In addition, our curriculum responds to the needs and interests of the 
children so ‘what’ we teach will differ with each cohort, and quite often will 
change ‘in the moment’, as do the needs and interests of children. 

Initial Assessment – This is made 4-6 weeks after your child starts Little 
Ducklings followed by a settling-in chat either in person or via phone call.  

Two-Year-Old Development Check – This will happen during the second 
term after your child has started Little Ducklings.  You will be invited into 
school to go through this and will be given a written report afterwards.  

 

                               

 



Questions or Concerns 

We hope that this booklet provides you with most of the information you 
need, but we understand that this very exciting time can also be an anxious 
one.  If you have any concerns or questions, anything at all, please do not 
hesitate to contact us by telephone or email.   

Here are some useful contacts for you: 

 

Lake View School Office:  

Telephone: 01623 401404  

Email: office@lakeview.notts.sch.uk 

 

Miss L Dawson (Foundation Stage Leader) 

Email: ldawson@lakeview.notts.sch.uk 
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