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What is the 30 hours Extended Entitlement? 

From September 2017, the government extended the free childcare 
entitlement for 3 and 4 year olds from 15 hours to 30 hours for working 
families. 
 

Eligibility 

Your eligibility depends on: 

• if you’re working (employed, self-employed, or both) 

• your income (and your partner’s income, if you have one) 

• your child’s age and circumstances 

• your immigration status 

If you are working 

You can usually get 30 hours free childcare if you (and your partner, if you 
have one) are: 

• in work 

• on sick leave or annual leave 

• on shared parental, maternity, paternity or adoption leave 

If you are not currently working 

You may still be eligible if your partner is working, and you get Incapacity 
Benefit, Severe Disablement Allowance, Carer’s Allowance, Limited Capability 
for Work Benefit or contribution-based Employment and Support Allowance. 

You can apply if you’re starting or re-starting work within the next 31 days. 

Your income 

Over the next 3 months you and your partner (if you have one) must each 
expect to earn at least: 

• £2,167 if you’re aged 23 or over 

• £2,117 if you’re aged 21 or 22 

• £1,557 if you’re aged 18 to 20 

• £1,098 if you’re under 18 or an apprentice 



 

This is the National Minimum Wage or Living Wage for 16 hours a week on 
average. 

When to apply 

You can apply from when your child is 2 years and 36 weeks old. 

When your child 
turns 3 

When they can get 30 
hours from 

Recommended time to 
apply 

1 September to 31 
December 

Term starting on or after 1 
January 

15 October to 30 
November 

1 January to 31 March Term starting on or after 1 
April 

15 January to 28 
February 

1 April to 31 August Term starting on or after 1 
September 

15 June to 31 July 

 

Please Note: 
 
You can apply outside of these recommended dates but you might not 
receive your code in time. You must have a valid code by the end of the 
month before a new term starts. 
 
 
You must reconfirm your eligibility every 3 months. If you apply more than 3 
months before the term starts, you will have to reconfirm your eligibility in 
your account in order to keep your code valid. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/national-minimum-wage-rates


 

Apply Online 
 
Apply online (30-hour free childcare Gov.uk) Once your application has been 
approved you will receive a code for 30 hours free childcare.  You must then 
give this code to our school office staff. 
 

How can I take my 30 hours free childcare at Lake View? 
 
 
At Lake View, we offer the 30 hour entitlement as 4 extra sessions, 
including lunchtime supervision.  You may choose for your child to bring a 
packed lunch or have a hot dinner provided by school if they are staying all 
day.  The cost of a school dinner will be charged separately.  

 
So, for example, if your child has 5 morning sessions for their 15 hours, you 
would be entitled to 4 additional afternoon sessions.  You can choose the 
afternoons that best fit around your work commitments and they will be 
allocated depending on their availability. 

 

Here is a typical example of our 30 hour provision: 

 
 Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri 

AM      
PM      

 

In the example above, the child has four full days at school (Monday to 

Thursday) and a morning session only on Friday. 

 

Booking your sessions 

Firstly, you must provide our school office with your 30 hour code.   

Next, contact the Foundation Stage Leader by email, telephone or at school 

to book the sessions you require.   

Please note – allocation of sessions depends on availability.  Our priority is 

to ensure that families receive their 15 hours free childcare first.  We will 

then allocate 30 hour places. 

 

Contact details 

Mrs L Dawson – Foundation Stage Leader 

ldawson@lakeview.notts.sch.uk 

mailto:ldawson@lakeview.notts.sch.uk


 

 

School Office 

01623 401404 

office@lakeview.notts.sch.uk 

Other Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Do I have to take the full 30 hours? 

No, it is your choice how many extra sessions you take.  Some people like to 

start with one or two and then build it up slowly as their child becomes used 

to the routine. 

 

Am I guaranteed my full 30 hour entitlement at any time? 

We admit children into F1 at three points in the year; September, January 

and April.  Our priority is to ensure that all our families receive their 15 hour 

universal entitlement.  Therefore, half term is our cut off for accepting any 

further requests for extra sessions whether these are paid or part of the 

30 hour entitlement.  This is so we can allocate spaces to new families 

joining us. 

 

What if I need full time hours? 

If you need five extra sessions, you can pay for the fifth session, depending 

on availability.  The cost of this is £10 plus the cost of a hot meal if your 

child is having a school dinner. 

 

What are the lunchtime arrangements? 

Children staying all day will have their lunch in our main school dinner hall 

and will be supervised by our lunchtime team.  Only children from the 

Foundation Stage will be using the dinner hall at this time. 

 

Your child can either bring a packed lunch or you can choose to have a 

school dinner.  You can order and pay for your child’s dinner through our 

School Gateway App which also gives you the school dinner meal options.   

Please contact the school office if you have any questions regarding School 

Gateway. 
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